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Wang Yi commented on China's relationship with  Russia: Foreign Minister
Wang Yi called the relationship with Russia as strong as a rock and said third-party
interference and provocation can not influence it. Netizens also lauded their
country's support to Russia and talked about the history of cooperation between
the two nations. Wang emphasized that China-Russia relations have the value of
independence and self-reliance, are based on non-alignment, non-confrontation,
and non-targeting of third parties, and are not subject to interference and
provocation by third parties. As per him, development of China-Russia relations
has a clear historical logic and a strong endogenous driving force.
Three years of sanctions on Huawei discussed by netizens: Netizens talked
about Huawei's three years of sanctions, and its reported partnership with
Qualcomm for the supply of 5G chips.
The legality of euthanasia in China discussed: People and leaders in China
are discussing the legalities of euthanasia. National People's Congress
representative Liu Guifang supported the demands to legalize euthanasia for
terminally ill patients who want to end their pain and suffering.

China has set its GDP growth target at 5.5% for 2022, which is the lowest goal in
decades. Premier Li Keqiang announced the target while presenting the
government’s work report for the year. However, in the Chinese finance ministry
report, the defence budget was pegged at 1.45 trillion yuan ($230 billion), a 7.1%
increase from the last year's budget.
Amid the ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine, West's sanctions as a
mean to hurt the Russian military and defence sector are not going to be effective,
reported the China's state-run newspaper The Global Times. Experts in China
pointed out that the Russian military sector is independent and self-reliant, it does
not rely on Western technologies, hence imposing sanctions would not have much
significance in de-escalating the conflict.
China has defended and justified its annual increase in defence budget, calling it a
necessary and restrained move that aims to safeguard the country's national
sovereignty, territorial integrity, security and development interests. It has also
blamed the foreign media for its one-sided interpretation of China's military
spendings.
Wang Yi has said that "Taiwan issue is fundamentally different from the Ukraine
issue, and there is no comparison. The most fundamental difference is that Taiwan
is an inalienable part of China's territory; the Taiwan issue is entirely China's
internal affairs. The Ukraine issue is a dispute between Russia and Ukraine."

I. Social Media Chatter in China

II. News in China

https://m.weibo.cn/detail/4744407615538509
https://weibo.com/1703371307/LiDJl2vX9?refer_flag=1001030103_
https://m.weibo.cn/status/4743398639014062
https://m.weibo.cn/status/4744485630640515
https://m.weibo.cn/status/4744485630640515
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/china-sets-gdp-target-at-5-5-ups-defence-budget-to-1-45-trillion-yuan-101646521931817.html?s=08
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202203/1253960.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202203/1254113.shtml
https://weibo.com/2656274875/LiDtuslXy?refer_flag=1001030103_


China's propaganda campaign against Taiwan backfired amid the Ukraine-Russia
conflict. The usual disinformation campaign by the Chinese government about
effective protection of overseas citizens has led to an unexpected public backlash
from both sides of the Taiwan strait. This is not the first time that Taiwan
government has experienced the Chinese disinformation campaigns and had to
run online campaigns to counter them.
China has warned the US against forming the Pacific version of NATO to support
Taiwan. Foreign Minister Wang Yi has said that the real goal of the US's Indo-Pacific
strategy is to form Asia's answer to the NATO, he also accused the US for trying to
create blocs to suppress China's growth. 
Australian Prime Minister called for China to end its "chilling silence" on Russia-
Ukraine crisis. He added that "no country in the world will have a bigger impact on
concluding this terrible war". Criticising China, he warned that the Russia-China
friendship poses a danger to the world and termed it as an "arc of autocracy".

Putin's invasion of Ukraine displays the ideological limits in the real world, and
China has much to learn from it. From one perspective Russian military's invasion
of Ukraine is more aligned with Beijing’s aim of reunification between Taiwan and
China. As achieving this would also require invading the island. Ultimately, Russian
military invasion of Ukraine has increased the speculations that China may also
take similar actions against Taiwan. China's repeated violations of Taiwan's ADIZ
and regular military drills in the South China Sea also indicate towards Beijing's
intentions. President Xi Jinping has also stated in his recent speech that Taiwan
must be reunited with the mainland, although he did not mention about any
military actions. Considering the response of the Western allies against Russia, it
can be anticipated that China may postpone its plan of military invasion of its
breakaway island nation. The US and its allies in the Indo-Pacific region must utilise
this in enhancing Taiwan's security and increasing its cooperation in different world
forums.

III. India Watch

https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/chinas-latest-disinformation-campaign-against-taiwan-backfires-amid-the-russia-ukraine-war/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-03-07/china-urges-world-not-to-add-fuel-to-fire-in-war-in-ukraine
https://news.sky.com/story/ukraine-invasion-china-must-ends-its-chilling-silence-and-act-to-bring-about-an-end-to-the-war-australian-prime-minister-says-12559722
https://www.scmp.com/comment/opinion/article/3169098/what-russia-should-learn-about-limits-ideology-real-world-china?module=perpetual_scroll_0&pgtype=article&campaign=3169098

