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Outrage over improvisation in the Chinese version of ‘Friends’: Netizens on
Weibo are outraged after watching the censored version of the famous TV sitcom
show ‘Friends’. Fans have noticed that the scenes involving LGBTQ+ or any sexual
contents or dialogues are omitted or changed in the Chinese version. Chinese TVs
are streaming a censored version of the famous American sitcom "Friends." The
scenes with LGBTQ+ content, along with other sexual segments, have been
censored. This has outraged fans of this popular sitcom who took to Chinese
social media website Weibo to express discontent. #FriendsCensored became the
top trend with over 54 million hashtag views. The hashtag itself was later censored
on Saturday morning.
Reaction to South Korean incident: Amid skating game and dress row, ‘ban and
boycott South Korea’ trended on Weibo. Netizens called for limiting Korean
entertainment like TVdramas, movies and music into the Chinese entertainment
industry.
Chinese Olympic athlete trolled for VPN remark: In a social media post’s
comment, Chinese winter Olympics athlete Eileen Gu suggested "just use VPN", to
avoid censorship. Netizens on Twitter slammed her for not knowing that even
using VPN is illegal in China and called her a “privileged American girl who should
not be representing China in the Olympics”.
Chinese people’s reaction to India’s hijab row: Netizens on Weibo talked
about the ongoing protest over wearing hijab in colleges and universities in India.
One netizen said "We should support India's fight against cults".

The British Medical Association expressed grave concern over the CPC's
continuing abuse against the Uyghurs. They said that they are alarmed by the
reports of organ harvesting, forced birth prevention, and the use of genomics data
for racial profiling. They said that the evidences of forced birth prevention like
forced sterilisation, mandatory intra-uterine devices, and non-optional birth
control against the Uyghurs have deeply troubled them.
China has suspended the imports of beef, dairy, and beer imports from Lithuania
amid row over Taiwan. Chinese customs authorities have claimed that the halt is
due to a lack of documentation. Relations between the Baltic nation and Beijing
frayed after Lithuania allowed Taiwan to open a de facto embassy in its capital last
year. This angered the Chinese, which holds the democratically run island as a part
of China.
US lawmakers have proposed to rename Taiwan's de facto embassy in
Washington. A group of senators and congressmen pushed a bill to rename the 

I. Social Media Chatter in China

II. News in China

https://m.weibo.cn/detail/4735812375942022
https://m.weibo.cn/detail/4735812375942022
https://nypost.com/2022/02/13/friends-plotlines-other-suggestive-material-censored-on-chinese-streaming-services/
https://m.weibo.cn/detail/4736527651313150
https://twitter.com/badiucao/status/1490969360256876550?t=RY7uuShsiiwWZiHpr8A3vw&s=19
https://m.weibo.cn/detail/4736154077238280
https://www.bma.org.uk/news-and-opinion/statement-on-the-abuse-of-uyghurs-in-china
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-suspends-lithuanian-beef-imports-taiwan-row-grows-2022-02-10/
https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/us-news/us-lawmakers-propose-bill-to-rename-taipei-office-as-taiwan-representative-office-articleshow.html


Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office as Taiwan Representative
Office. Senator Marco Rubio, who chairs the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
of the US, stated that “Taiwan is a vital partner of the United States and a beacon
of democracy in the Indo-Pacific region”. This will be a way to honour Taiwan's role
in maintaining a rules-based order.
Adding to the skating and costume rows, there is a new rift between China and
South Korea. The 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic Games has found itself in another
controversy, and this time it is Seoul, which has accused the Chinese side of foul
play during the short-track speedskating games. South Korea was angered by the
disqualifications of two of its short-track speedskaters and filed an official protest.
At last week's Olympics opening ceremony, the South Korean viewers and
politicians were outraged by seeing a performer representing China's minority
ethnicity wearing the Korean traditional women's dress known as Hanbok. Many
accused China of cultural appropriation.
During his visit to Australia for the Quad meet, Indian External Affairs Minister
accused China of violating written pacts. Jaishankar, slammed China for
“disregarding” the “written agreements” with India. The agreement assured both
the countries of peace and tranquillity at the border and no amassing of troops .
Minister said it is “an issue of a legitimate concern for the entire international
community”. External Affairs Minister's remarks reflected New Delhi’s frustration
over Beijing’s behaviour ever since the start of the military standoff along the
Ladakh frontier in May 2020.
China's PLA Air Force held drills across China, showing its preparedness against
any provocations from the US and its allies. In a move to demonstrate the
military's high level of readiness, the Chinese PLA Air Force units across all five
theatre commands conducted simultaneous exercises after the PLA Navy held
concurrent drills in three major sea regions. The Chinese media called it China's
response to the US-Japan Noble Fusion 2022 exercise at locations east of Taiwan
island.
Xi Jinping’s latest comments on food security suggest China's focus and priorities
in 2022. Safeguarding China's food security has been a critical priority for Chinese
central government for the past two decades and will likely remain a key objective
for Xi Jinping, who has publicly linked it to social stability and China's national
security in the past. Food security was one of the six guarantees made in April
2020 in response to COVID-19 and changes to the global food supply chains.
According to a leaked Nepal government report, China was accused of
encroaching into Nepal and trespassing in the district of Humla, in the far west of
Nepal. This is Nepal's first official claim of Chinese infringement in its territory.
However, China's embassy in Kathmandu has denied these allegations of
encroachment.

https://japantoday.com/category/beijing-2022-winter-olympics/behind-china-south-korea-skating-row-a-deeper-cultural-rift
https://indianexpress-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/indianexpress.com/article/india/jaishankar-india-china-border-dispute-quad-7768829/lite/?amp_js_v=a6&amp_gsa=1&usqp=mq331AQKKAFQArABIIACAw==#aoh=16447841296621&referrer=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%2520%25251%2524s&ampshare=https%253A%252F%252Findianexpress.com%252Farticle%252Findia%252Fjaishankar-india-china-border-dispute-quad-7768829%252F
https://thediplomat.com/2022/02/chinas-focus-on-food-security/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-60288007.amp


NASA released satellite images showing the use of artificial snow for the 2022
Winter Olympics in Beijing. NASA, in a post, said that a region used for the Olympics
is relying on "hundreds" of snow machines to create enough snow for skiing events.
These machines are needed because the area receives about 1.3 inches of snow on
average in February. Loughborough University's report in London claimed that the
Beijing Olympics operate on "virtually 100% artificial snow" and notes that some
athletes have argued that the artificial snow is dangerous.

Quad meeting amidst international political upheaval in Eurasia and Indo-Pacific
reflects the strength of like-minded democracies to tackle geopolitical challenges
head-on. Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar talked about a wide range of
issues ranging from supply chains, enhancing critical technologies, global economic
resilience to global terrorism, HADR assistance, and cybersecurity in Indo-Pacific. In
a separate event, he accused China of deviating from a long-held bilateral
understanding reached in 1993. 

III. India Watch

https://www.foxnews.com/world/china-winter-olympics-nasa-imagery-shows-huge-amounts-of-artificial-snow-used-in-beijing

