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SOCIAL MEDIA CHATTER
IN CHINA
“WE WANT TO BE TRENDING” trends in China: Since July
30, Yili has had 1290 Covid cases. A total of 23 cases were
added on Saturday, September 10. Yili, or Ili Kazakh
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Autonomous Prefecture, is part of northern Xinjiang near the
border of Kazakhstan. Its primary city, Yining (also known as
Ghulja), is home to some 500,000 people and has been
locked down since at least August 11. People complain about
a lack of food, “outrageous” commodity prices, and a lack of
much-needed medical care. On September 9, Yili authorities
held a press conference during which deputy governor Liu
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刘庆华) confirmed that there had been problems in

access to medical care and supplies and that local authorities
were working on ensuring public’s medical needs during this
period. But on social media, the complaints and cries of
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despair are still ongoing. Some people share screen
recordings of local community Wechat groups where mothers
are crying out of worry for their children, there are people
saying they are hungry and that they have not been provided
with any food. So, netizens from locked-down areas in Yili,
Xinjiang, are begging for help and are reaching out via social
media.

NEWS IN CHINA

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi commented that China and
Japan are partners and pose no threat to each other. The
political consensus should be implemented in policies,
Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi said on
Monday while making the remarks in a video speech to a
forum held on Monday to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the normalization of China-Japan diplomatic relations. This
remark is made when japan seems to increase its defense and
move toward the USA. Wang called for deepened cooperation

between the two sides and called on Japan
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early stages of the pandemic on March 19,
2020. The Central Epidemic Command
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Center (CECC) announced the changes on

As China watches Japan increasing its

Sept. 5. However, quarantine regulations

defences and engaging with India, the US,

and on-arrival testing will stay in place and

and Australia, it is attempting to

"reconnect" with the country. At present,
China is under pressure from all sides
including India, Vietnam, the Philippines,
Japan, the United States, Taiwan, and some
Western Countries. A Military Logistics
Cooperation Pact between Japan and India
allows India to counter China in any
skirmish with Japan's help, which can irk
China. Similarly, Japanese companies have
invested a lot in China, which China isn't
willing to lose to India given that Japan
might divert investments to India, growing
QUAD's alliance and its strength in the
region. This might harm China's interests in
the region, such as reuniting with Taiwan
and, put a strain on its quest to South
China Sea dominance.

