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Succesful culmination of the Beijing Winter Olympics discussed on Weibo:
Netizens on Weibo dicussed the closing ceremony of the celebrated Beijing Winter
Olympics games. For the Chinese, the games were a huge success, despite the
COVID fears and international pressure. China made a record with 9 gold medals,
4 silvers, and 2 bronzes. Games like Ice hockey and others have been counted as
best so far. Chinese Teams were encouraged and cheered for "bringing surprises"
to their homeland and building China's international image.
India remake of Korean TV drama discussed: Chinese Netizens talked about
the news of India producing a remake of the famous Korean TV drama "Pretty
Sisters". The show was very famous in China as well and the Chinese fans have
shown their distrust in the Indian rendition of the same.
Video of 2019 crash of Indian Jaguar jet went viral: An old video of India's
Jaguar fighter jet crash in 2019 due to a bird strike went viral on Weibo. Netizens
started a comparison debate between the Indian and Chinese military strength.

Non-mainstream HK media is discussing the prospects and main threads of the
upcoming party congress. Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era was etched into the Party constitution, establishing Xi
Jinping's core position of the Party Central Committee and the core of the entire
Party. Similarly, the status of "Xi's core" is expected to be the most important issue
and consensus in the 20th Party Congress. As Chinese leaders like to emphasize
timetables and roadmaps and have a blueprint, after China has declared the end
of extreme poverty in 2020 and the declaration of China becoming a moderately
prosperous society in 2021, it is also expected that there will be new long-term
proposals put forward. The theme of the 20th Party Congress report will most
likely have "common prosperity" as a keyword, and it will formally confirm the goal
of becoming a moderately prosperous society in the form of the report of the
party congress. Continuing to emphasize the attribute of "socialism with Chinese
characteristics", in addition to the review of the past five years and the outlook for
the next five years, it will also focus on the long-term goals of achieving socialist
modernization by 2035 and achieving the great rejuvenation of Chinese nation by
2049. 
On 17.2.22, the Zibo Intermediate People's Court of Shandong Province publicly
sentenced Ma Ming, a former member of the CPPCC Party Committee and Vice
Chairman of Inner Mongolia, for accepting bribes. The court found out that Ma
Ming had accumulated more than 150 million yuan in wealth and was sentenced
to life imprisonment.

I. Social Media Chatter in China

II. News in China

https://m.weibo.cn/search?containerid=231522type=1&t=10&q=%23%25E5%2586%258D%25E8%25A7%2581%25E4%25BA%2586%25E5%258C%2597%25E4%25BA%25AC%25E5%2586%25AC%25E5%25A5%25A5%2523&extparam=%2523%25E5%2586%258D%25E8%25A7%2581%25E4%25BA%2586%25E5%258C%2597%25E4%25BA%25AC%25E5%2586%25AC%25E5%25A5%25A5%2523&luicode=10000011&lfid=102803
https://m.weibo.cn/search?containerid=231522type=1&t=10&q=%23%25E4%25B8%25AD%25E5%259B%25BD%25E9%2598%259F15%25E6%259E%259A%25E5%25A5%2596%25E7%2589%258C%25E6%2594%25B6%25E5%25AE%2598%2523&extparam=%2523%25E4%25B8%25AD%25E5%259B%25BD%25E9%2598%259F15%25E6%259E%259A%25E5%25A5%2596%25E7%2589%258C%25E6%2594%25B6%25E5%25AE%2598%2523&luicode=20000174
https://m.weibo.cn/detail/4739239260193188
https://m.weibo.cn/detail/4739227726644648


Renowned expert and Deputy Dean of the School of International Studies, Renmin
University, Beijing, Prof. Jin Canrong (2.3 million followers) has uploaded a video on
his official Weibo account discussing India and China on 18.2.22 which has
received more than 400k views till now. He starts off by noting that it is India that
is stirring up trouble and that China attaches a lot of importance to India and
China’s attitude towards India is quite good. He hopes to see “the dragon and the
elephant dance together” as China’s grand strategy is to have the developing
countries rise collectively. He also notes that India and China have common
interests and China has been very tolerant towards India but India has not
reciprocated it. In fact, India has considered China’s tolerance as its weakness. He
then says that inside India, many use “nationalism” to achieve political goals. He
noted that there have been positive developments as well which include exchange
of sweets between the troops. He then noted that China displaying its flag in 
 Galwan location irritates India and also led India to display its flag imitating China.
He then noted that China implemented the Land Border Law which India thought
is directed towards it and hence it opposed it fiercely. India’s deployment of S-400
in the border areas is also discussed. He reiterates that China’s overall attitude
towards China is very warm and China sincerely hopes that the situation between
the two powers will get stable because both the countries have the "task of
development". But as per Canrong, India has put “stirring up trouble with China” at
a very high position in its foreign affairs. He emphasizes that during discussions
both sides have to make concessions but India is not willing to make concessions
and aims that getting 100%. India’s stand is very rigid. Moreover, India nibbles
away China’s territory which inevitably leads to retaliation by China. He says that
among humans, Indians belong to the category of unkind/harsh people. If you
conduct business with Indians, they will definitely want to make money. In a trade
of 100 yuan, they would want to make 99.99 yuan and leave .01 for you. And even
after leaving .01, they would still not feel good about it and would want to take
.005 more. This is an ethnic issue with India, it's difficult to get India to
compromise which is reflected in the border negotiations. He says that India’s
system from the inside is cohesionless, so no one really has the qualification to
make concessions. Because India’s ethnic disposition is stingy, there is no
strongman in India who can unite public opinion. India is also very proud because
it is the largest democracy. India also has the support of the US and UK (because
India is a former colony) which makes India believe that India has the stamina (to
fight). Both these external and internal factors do not let India make concessions.
He also believes that China exercises forbearance towards India and India widely
considers it as a weakness. He also says that India is quite arrogant and about
India’s Independence movement and believes that India till date has a
misunderstanding that it got its freedom by itself. 



He also says that because of the current ruling party in India, the nationalistic
fervor is extremely strong. Due to these reasons, India may become a country that
can be extremely difficult to deal with in the future and China should attach
importance to this issue. But China need not worry because there is a huge gap in
the comprehensive strength of the two countries. To deal with challenges, China
has improved its infrastructure near the border areas and near Pangong lake.
Soldiers stay in solar-powered barracks and eat fresh vegetables. He notes that
India bought Rafale and deployed it near border areas which received excitement
of the netizens in India but by common sense, China’s J-20 is better than Rafale.
While discussing the strategy to deal with India, he says that at first China should
try its best to stabilize the situation and try to avoid any direct conflicts. But at the
same time, China should also strengthen its defense infra and basic infrastructure
in the border area. He hopes that India does not become US’ pawn. He points out
that India becoming a member of the quad shows that India has partially given up
its non-alignment policy.  He says that it is not very likely that the situation will
change. He states that he has been to India and India is like the “argumentative
person” we find in day-to-day life. In the end, he says that the caste system in India
can be seen everywhere including the armed forces. The officers all belong to the
higher castes and the lower level soldiers belong to the lower castes. And it
doesn’t matter to the high caste officers if they lose soldiers. And this affects their
fighting power. He states that when the regimental commander (Qi Fabao) was
attacked, all the soldiers rushed to save their commander but when India’s
commander was attacked the soldiers tried to flee. He says that the elite
strategists of India sit in Delhi with their Air conditioning on and for them losing a
few soldiers is a small price. Hence, keeping these things in mind, India stirring up
trouble is of high probability. 
China’s Tang-Ping movement, also known as the “lying flat” trend, is the Chinese
youths’ response to the heavy work pressure. This trend came into the highlight in
2021 during the COVID-19 lockdowns, when young people, exhausted by society’s
pressure of finding good jobs and working long shifts, demanded a lifestyle
change and more leisure time for relaxation. This trend is seen as a result of the
shrinking labor market in China which means more pressure on younger people
to work longer hours. Chinese authorities have also responded to this trend and
have called for its end.
Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, at the Munich Security Conference,
indirectly criticized China for its debt-trap diplomacy. He also cautioned the
neighboring countries to not fall into this trap and advised them to make informed
decisions. He was responding to a question from Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister A
K Abdul Momen. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-60353916
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jaishankar-on-china-debt-diplomacy-make-informed-decisions-7782989/


Prof. Jin Canrong's video on his official Weibo account discussing India and China is a
matter of major concern for India. Throughout the video, he maintained a demeanor
of looking down and making fun of India. And the contents of the video were also
not very scholarly. But he is very famous inside China and people follow him and
watch his videos on various platforms. He is a Han race party member and it is also
believed that he advises CPC on various issues. This affects the broader outlook
Chinese citizens hold of India.
Netizens in China claimed Beijing Winter Olympics to be a success. While the games
allowed China to show its economic and technological advancements, there were
many other aspects for which the games will be remembered for many years to
come. For instance, a US-born athlete competed for China, a Russian athlete was
allowed to participate despite testing positive for doping and most importantly, on
one hand, China was lamenting about other countries politicizing the games, but on
the other hand, it made a battle hero from the deadly border clash with India a
torchbearer in the opening ceremony.

III. India Watch

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-60429251

