
Chinese New Year fever reaches Italy: A Chinese viewer

commented "Thank you for bringing Chinese culture and

customs to Italy" on a now viral video of an Italian girl selling

Chinese New Year goods on the street of Milan’s ChinaTown

ahead of the Chinese New Year. The video has received nearly

a million views and thousands of comments, many of which

thanked her for promoting Chinese culture, praised her

fluency in the language, and some even jokingly dubbed her

as an ideal Chinese daughter-in-law. However, the most

talked-about part of the video was when the Italian girl

referred to her fellow Italians as "foreigners'' in her comment,

saying, "These foreigners won't understand what I am doing”

which highlighted that she views herself as more Chinese

than Italian. Italy has a fast-growing Chinese diaspora, with it

being the third most popular destination for Chinese

immigrants in Europe after the UK and France. 
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According to the National Bureau of Statistics, China's

research and development (R&D) expenditure reached a

record high of 3.08 trillion yuan in 2022 which is a year-on-

year increase of 10.4%. This marks the first time R&D spending

in China surpassed the 3 trillion-yuan threshold. As a

percentage of GDP, China's R&D spending stands at 2.55%.

Over the years, China has steadily increased its R&D

investment, growing from 0.56% of GDP in 1996 to its current

level. Compared to neighbouring countries, China's R&D

spending as a percentage of GDP is higher than India's 0.7%,

but lower than Japan's 3.26% and South Korea's 4.81%.

https://orcasia.org/
https://www.toutiao.com/video/7190512132197188148/?log_from=18cafb1a640af_1674495294726
https://www.toutiao.com/video/7190512132197188148/?log_from=18cafb1a640af_1674495294726
https://twitter.com/ORCA_India
https://www.linkedin.com/company/orcasia/
https://orcasia.org/cicm-insights/
https://orcasia.org/opinion-pieces/
https://orcasia.org/issue-brief/
https://orcasia.org/issue-brief/
https://orcasia.org/backgrounders/
https://orcasia.org/expert-speak/
https://orcasia.org/expert-speak/
https://orcasia.org/mapping-china/
https://orcasia.org/graphs/
https://orcasia.org/the-orca-files/
https://orcasia.org/projects/
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202301/23/WS63ce3173a31057c47ebab1c2.html
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202301/23/WS63ce3173a31057c47ebab1c2.html


epidemic, the Chinese box office

performed well last year, earning over $3.1

billion USD in total. The Chinese film

industry is one of the biggest and fastest-

growing film industries in the world with a

market value of $8.6 billion in revenue

(2020 estimate). The performance of the

box office during this holiday period is a

clear indication that the movie industry is

on track to recover from the pandemic's

effects and regain its pre-pandemic level of

success.

According to a report released by the

China Electricity Council, China's projected

electricity consumption for 2023 is

expected to reach 9.15 trillion kilowatt-

hours under normal climate conditions,

representing a 6% year-over-year increase.

The increase in electricity demand is driven

by China's economic recovery. This

consumption level is much higher than

many of China's neighbouring countries,

particularly India. China's projected

electricity consumption for 2023 is also

significantly higher than other

neighbouring countries such as Japan,

South Korea and Russia.

A unique exhibition of space-related

photography is being exhibited on China's

Tiangong space station as a special New

Year's treat for the Spring Festival. The

exhibition was organised by the Shenzhou-

15 astronauts Fei Junlong, Deng Qingming,

and Zhang Lu. Tiangong Space Station is a

Chinese space laboratory which was

launched in 2011; it is a prototype for

China's planned large modular space

station whereas Shenzhou-15 is a manned

spacecraft of China launched in September

2021, and it is the 15th spacecraft of the

Shenzhou program. It was the first manned

spacecraft in the program to be equipped

with a space laboratory module, allowing

for long-duration stays in orbit and a

greater range of scientific research and

experimentation.

On Monday, January 23rd, local authorities

announced that the Sanjiangyuan National

Park in the Qinghai province of northwest

China has invested a sum of 320 million

yuan in ecological preservation and

restoration projects in 2022. The park,

spanning 190,700 square kilometres as of

2019, is a significant natural area in China.

It encompasses the majority of the

southern portion of Qinghai province and

is home to many endangered species and

unique landscapes. The park is also known

as “Three River Nature Reserve” as it

contains the headwaters of three great

rivers of Asia: the Yellow, the Yangtze, and

the Mekong.

The Chinese box office has significantly

recovered during the course of the seven-

day Spring Festival break, hitting a total of

2.5 billion yuan ($369 million) as of

Monday, 23rd January. Despite the 

INDIA WATCH
India trails nations like China and the US in

terms of patent production, according to

the 2021-2022 Economic Survey, in part

because of poor R&D expenditures.

Compared to China, the US, and Japan,

India grants far fewer patents. India's

spending on defence research has likewise

been slow over the past five years and

accounts for less than 1% of the nation's

gross domestic product, according to a

2022 Standing Committee Report on 
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Demands for Grants for Defence Research

and Development Organization (GDP).

Defense and technological research should

receive adequate financing by the Indian

government to enable the full

implementation of strategic initiatives,

especially as China’s focus on R&D

continues to grow, furthering the already

existent gap between the two countries on

the same.


