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SOCIAL MEDIA CHATTER
IN CHINA
Chinese scam gangs in Cambodia are driving young
Asians into crime out of desperation, and the pandemic
has only made matters worse: Debt-ridden children and
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teenagers from all over Asia are being trafficked by criminal
gangs to work in call centres that con their fellow citizens.
The majority of victims are from Taiwan, Thailand, and
Vietnam, but the con-call-centre gangs are also defrauding
Indonesians, Malaysians, and even Kenyans. It all starts with
job advertising on social media or prod on Facebook from a
friend, offering incentives for working abroad in internet sales
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to young people in debt from Hong Kong to Taiwan, Thailand,
and Malaysia.

NEWS IN CHINA
This time, as opposed to the earlier focus on enlisting
peasants, the PLA's recruitment efforts are primarily directed
at college students majoring in science and engineering. This
is due, according to Yokogawa, a Sino-US current affairs
commentator, to the fact that the PLA has changed its system
but that its thinking and the rate of technological change
have not kept up. "The Russian-Ukrainian war and the
tensions in the Taiwan Strait have made the Chinese military
realise that China has a big problem in the operation of
modern weapons..So (PLA) would like to make some changes
in this regard to better suit the requirements.”
The mountains are lush and the waves of rice are rushing in
Longjiang's golden autumn. People were grinning brightly as
they passed by the green mountains and lakes. The goal of
the government and the people of Longjiang is to create a
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Official figures from China show that the
outbreak is still present in several locations.
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INDIA WATCH
Asian nations that depend on China for
wealth and the United States for security
face a challenging task in managing
tensions between the two sides as great
power rivalry heats up following US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan. The
best example of this is probably South
Korea. More than the US and Japan put
together, China supplies about 30% of
South Korea's material parts imports and
consumes nearly a quarter of its exports. At
the same time, South Korea hosts some
30,000 US soldiers and depends on the US
security blanket to offset the danger from
North Korea. Now, Seoul must make
difficult decisions that may impact its
relations with China and the US. These
decisions include whether to use the
THAAD anti-missile system (manufactured
in the US) and whether to join US Vice
President Joe Biden's Chip 4 alliance. As
China and the US compete, more Asian
nations will find themselves in similar
situations. Policymakers in Seoul and other
Asian capitals dislike being forced into
making binary decisions, despite mounting

