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SOCIAL MEDIA CHATTER
IN CHINA
Disappointment over Pelosi's visit: For much of Monday and
Tuesday, many Chinese applauded the tough rhetoric from
the government, military, and media personalities attempting
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to thwart Speaker Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan. Then, as Ms
Pelosi's plane touched down in Taiwan late Tuesday night,
some social media users expressed their disappointment with
Beijing's lacklustre response.
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China has launched several ballistic missiles into the waters
surrounding Taiwan in response to US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi's visit to the self-ruled island. According to Chinese
state media, the live-fire drills in six areas around Taiwan
began at noon local time (04:00 GMT) on Thursday and will
last until the same time on Sunday. The launches were
confirmed by Taiwan's Ministry of Defence, which identified
them as Dongfeng-class ballistic missiles.
The US opposes unilateral efforts to change the status quo in
Taiwan, particularly through force, and its policy on Taiwan
has not changed, Secretary of State Antony Blinken told
Southeast Asian counterparts on Thursday. He told a meeting
in Cambodia, a day after US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
visited Taiwan, that cross-strait stability is in the interests of
the entire region. It was the highest-level visit by the United
States in 25 years, infuriating China, which claims the selfruled island as part of its territory.
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